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PROGRAM PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 
FAMILY RELATIONS(TENTATIVE)* 


Portland State College 
''The New and Current Family 
Thursday, March 24, 1955 


p.m, 
8:00 


9:00 10:00 


Friday, March 25, 1955 


9:00 a.m, 
9:00 9:15 


10:30 12:00 
1:30 2:15 


2:30 4:30 


Registration and Viewing Exhibits 


Opening the Conference, Lester Kirkendall, 
President, Northwest Conference Fam- 
ily Relations, 

Address Dr, Brock Chisholm, Former Director- 
General the World Health Organization, the 
United Nations, (To announced, subject 
general interest will chosen), 


Coffee hour Dr, Chisholm 


Registration and Viewing Exhibits 


Conference opening 
Keynote Address Brock Chisholm 


Discussion groups, These groups will discuss 
the implications Dr, Chisholm's address, 


Panel with Dr, Chisholm and discussion group 
reporters, 


Special Groups Conference members 
select one these groups: 


The Familyand Its Aging Members 

Mother-Child Separation 

The Familyand Its Handicapped Members 

Changing Concepts Child Rearing 

Counseling Adolescents with Personal and 
Family Problems 

Marriage and Family Counseling 


number these programs will joint programs with the Oregon 
Home Economics Association, 


4:30 5:30 p.m. 
7:00 8:00 


9:00 aad 10:00 Pe ™m,. 


Saturday, March 


9:00 10:00 a.m. 


10:15 12:00 a.m. 


12:10 12:40 p.m, 


Impact Social Change Family Life 
The Emotionally Disturbed Child 

Family Centered Religious Programs 

10. Parent Education 

Use and Misuse Visual Aids 


Coffee Hour 


Business Meeting 


Address Charles Strother, University 


Social Hour 


Address Ivan Nye,.Washington State Col- 

lege. Patterns Family Life?" 

Sectional Meetings. These sectional meetings 
search projects programs which have 
significant implication for family life. The 
programs being reported inthese 
sectional.meetings are taken exclusively from 
the Pacific Northwest. 


Evaluation Conference 


present herewith the second 
series articles Theodore 
promised the last is- 
sue. The author and the Executive 
Committee will most grateful for 
comments Coordinator readers. 
concerning the usefulness these 
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SAMPLE MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENTS 
AND ASPECTS THEIR SEXUAL ADJUSTMENT 


Theodore Johannis, Jr, 
Department Sociology 
Oregon 


recent issue The Coordinator (vol, No, December 
the adjustment sample married college students their in- 
come was discussed, The current article will discuss aspects thir 
sexual adjustment, These students were asked indicate: 


(1) Their current level adjustment sex relations, 

(2) The sexual responsiveness their spouse relationship 
the level responsiveness that they desired their spouse, 

(3) Problems that they have had with their spouse which have 

their adjustment the sex 

(4) Pre-marital sex information which would have helped their ovn 
sexual adjustment, 

(5) Pre-marital information which they feel would valuable 
aiding young people prepare for marriage. 

(6) Their desire for marriage counseling, 


The portion the study reported here will attempt throw 
light these topics, based data obtained from per cent 
random sample families which the husband was attending 
independent college located Northwest Oregon, The data were obtain- 
questionnaire completed separately the husband and the wife 
the presence interviewer the spring 1950. 


The median age the fifty-four participating husbands was 24,9 years 
and that their spouses 23.0 years, The couples had been marrieda 
median 2,9 years, Four out ten couples had children, four 
ten had one child, and two ten two children, All fifty-four 
husbands and six their spouses were attending college the time 
the See Table for further information background 
istics the families studied, 


The husbands and wives participating the study reported high level 
sexual adjustment, Four out five husbands and like proportion 
their wives rated their current level sexual adjustment good 
excellent, But one twenty husbands and one wife fourteen reported 
poor very poor adjustment this area interaction between spouses, 
Spouses reported the same level adjustment seven out ten cases 
studied. (See Table 2), 


However, one three husbands and one four wives gave negative an- 
swer the question, "Is your spouse responsive sexually you 
All eighteen these husbands stated that their wives were not 
sive they wished and all but one the thirteen wives reported that thir 
husbands were too responsive sexually, The husband and wife reported 
the same category responsiveness four out five cases, (See Table 


Another way evaluating couple's sexual adjustment study their 
ponses the problems have you had with your spouse 
which have hindered your adjustment the sex (See Table for de- 
tails), little less than half the husbands and approximately one third 
the wives reported problem. Three out ten husbands and approxi- 
mately half the wives replied the question and one husband 
five and one wife six leftthe question blank, 


Typical the problems reported husbands were those concerned with 
the attitudes their spouse toward intercourse, low level wife's 
responsiveness the husband, birth control use and methods, and gener- 
lack knowledge one both the partners about sex, The wives 
mentioned similar problems with one reporting them- 
selves not responsive enough considered their husbands too respon 
sive passionate, 


More than two out five husbands and wives listed pre-marital sex infor- 
mation which they felt would have helped them with their own marital sex 
ual adjustment, (See Table 5), fifty-four husbands participat 
ing the research and four their wives stated that they had received 
the proper sex education home prior One four husbands 
and one five wives replied "none" the question and approximately one 
quarter the husbands and wives left the question Typical among 
items information desired both husbands and wives were 
education, the naturalness sex activity, and birth control information, 


Over one third the husbands and wives participating the study notedas- 
pects sex education their lists information which they considered use- 
ful helping young people prepare for (See Another 
third listed items outside the sexual realm, especially the need for 
izing that marriage cooperative venture which requires the respect and 
understanding one's spouse, The remaining third the couples did not 
answer the question, 


Approximately one-third the husbands and equal proportion the wives 
stated that they had felt the need conference with marriage counselor 
sometime during their marriage, Need tor help the sexual area was 
pressed slightly over half the husbands, and nearly two-thirds the 
wives stated that they hadfelt such need, This expressed desire far exceeds 
the second most item, that discussing with counselor social 
activity and recreation problems one-fifth the husbands and in-law 
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problems nearly one-third the wives reporting such 


Although four out five the married college couples reported 
high level sexual adjustment, considerable proportion the 
husbands (one third) felt that their spouses were not responsive 
sexually they desired and one quarter their wives considered 
their husbands too responsive sexually, the data reliable and 
reflects the underlying feelings the husbands and the wives 
may ask what role the level.of responsiveness the spouse phys 
person's concept level sexual adjustment, Also, are the 
couples reflecting what they feel they. ought say when asked about 
the general level their sexual adjustment, and stating more near- 
their underlying feelings and desires when asked about the level 
responsiveness and the specific problems they have had their 
sexual adjustment? This topic appears warrant further explor- 
ation, 


The problem sexual responsiveness spouse also mentioned 
approximately one ten the husbands and wives problem 
which has hindered adjustment, The problems report- 
appear concentrate two other areas general 
attitude toward sexual relations especially that the wife and (2)the 
lack knowledge how conduct satisfactory sexual 


These two aspects sexual adjustment are reflected well the 
desired premarital sex information would foster 
information desirable for the preparation young people for mar- 
This coupled with the fact that over one half the persons 
who reported need marriage counseling desired aid the sexu- 
adjustment area plus the fact that from one quarter 
the husbands and wives refrained from answering the open end ques- 
tions supports the idea that the majority the couples studied were 
still the need more education the area sexual adjustment, 
what extent this also true other groups married couples? 


Table 


SELECTED CHARA CTERISTICS SAMPLE MARRIED 
COLLEGE STUDENTS 


N-54 Husbands and Wives 


Age Husband 


Median 24.9 
Range 20-44 


Education Husband Wife 
(By year enrolled 
.or grade completed) 


8-11 


Attending college Husband Wife 
time study 

Yes 

Number children 

per student family 


Wife gainfully employed 


Age Marriage Husband Wife 


Median 20.0 
Range 19-30 17-27 


Length Marriage 
Median 2.9 years 


Range years 


Church ‘Member Husband Wife 


Yes 


Church Preference Husband 
Protestant 
None 


Veteran Husband 


Yes 


Present residence 
College-Owned Apartments 
Apartments 


23,0. 
Wife 
Own Home 
Trailer 


Table 


Level Sexual Adjustment Reported Sample 
Married College Students* 


N-54 Husbands and Wives 


Level 


Very 


Total, 


*The husband and wife reported the same level sexual 


Table 


Sexual Responsiveness Spouse Reported Sample 
Married College Students* 


N-54 Husbands and Wives 


Reported Husbands Reported Wives 


your spouse 
responsive you 


No--Too 
No--Not responsive 
enough, 


Total 


*The husband and wife reported the same category responsiveness 
81,5 per cent and different category 18,5 per cent 
the cases, 


35,2 31,5 
7.4 
1.9 1.9 
25.9 
(0) (13) eee 
qs) ee (1) eee 


Table 


Problems With Spouse Which Have Hindered Sexual Adjustment 
Reported Sample Married College Students 
Husbands and Wives 


Reported Husbands 


Pere 
ber 


Attitude Spouse toward 
Intercourse 
Sex should wholesome 
Mental attitude wife 
toward sex 
Wife's feeling intercourse 
dirty 
Wife thinks men sexually 
like dogs 
Wife's inhibitions 
Wife prudish 
Wife afraid she'll get 
pregnant 
Wife refuses have in- 
tercourse nude and 
clothes get the way 


Wife not responsive 9.3 


Birth control 
Birth control (2) 
Right contraceptive 
Wife's knowing about 
control 
Miscellaneous 6,7 
Wife's frigidity 
Husband too aggressive 
Husband too anxious 
give wife time 
Neither knew about sex 
when they married 
Not understanding one an- 
other sex 
Wife seldom enjoys 
Female trouble 
Husband not 
intercourse, Too tired for 
intercourse both 
ing long hours 
Reported none 


answer 20.4 


14,8 course 


Reported Wives 


Item 


Attitude toward Inter- 


Overcoming own 
Inability lose inhibi- 
tions 

Wife feels forced into 
intercourse 

Wife's timidity 

Wife hasn't enjoyed in- 
tercourse for years 
Wife 


Husband too responsive 
passionate 
Birth control 
Birth control 
Husband won't use con- 
traceptive 


Miscellaneous 
has little desire 
never satisfied 
Husband wanted baby 
and wife, didn't had 
baby 
Abortion 
Both working late hours 
and too tired for sex 
feels 


answer 


Per- 
cent- 


q 
~ 
9.3 
bd 


Table 


Sex Information Which Would Have Helped Own Sexual 
Adjustment Reported Sample Married College 


Husbands and Wives 


Reported Husbands Reported Wives 
Per- 
General sex education 
Birth control 3.7 
Miscellaneous 
Husband must consid- Sex natural 
erate wife More natural attitude 
How stimulate wife toward sex 
Female sex drive said sex dirty, 
Female takes longer how change 
Take your time sex Sex not sin 
lations Sex relations and righ 
How regulate sex for married people 
lations Not scared 
Women have the same sex Importance sex rel- 
urge men ations 
All women are biological Importance sex rel- 
the same ations maintenance 
Sex adjustment takes time happy marriage 
There are two sexes That there sex ad- 
Fear impedes wife's sex justment made 
enjoyment Adjustment takes time 
Information childbirth That sex relations won't 
Mental preparation for injure fetus 
sex 
Personal counseling 
sex 
Womenare kss passiorate 
Reported nothing eported nothing 22.2 
answe 24,1 answer 24,1 
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Table (continued) 


Suggested Premarital Information for Helping Young People 


For Marriage Reported Sample Married College 
Students 


Area and Item 


Birth control (5) 

General sex 

Education about childbirth 

Mutual preparation for 
intercourse 

Women should well 
prepared for sex 

Sex only part marriage 

Sex plays part but not 
biggest 

Marriage but 
masturbation 

Rid selves inhibitions 

Sex not vile but mar- 
riage responsibility 

easy first sex 

not belittle modesty 

Sex relations are in- 
diction mutual love 

Husband and wife should 
matched sexually 
how 


Advise against 


relations 
Just don't worry about 


sex 


Reported Husbands 


ber 


Reported Wives 


Area and Item 


Birth control (4) 
General sex education(4) 
Premarital 


‘Frankness about sex(2) 


Not worry about sex 
Sex not dirty 


Don't count too much 


sex 

Sex not the most impor- 
tant aspect marri- 
age most people are 
sexually compatible 

Importance sex 
understanding one an- 
other 

Try not fear husband 
sex 


Test sexual 


ness husband and 


wife somehow before 


marriage 
Think twice before pre- 
marital intercourse 


Per- 


35.2 
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Table 


Suggested Premarital Information for Helping Young People Prepare For 
Marriage Reported Sample Married College 
Students 


N-54 Husbands and Wives 


Reported Husbands Reported Wives 


Area and Item Area and Item 
Marriage cooperative Marriage cooperative 
venture 9.3 venture 
Need for understanding Need for understanding 
and respect for spouse 5.6 and respect for spouse 
Continue courtship Know your husband well 
marriage(2) before marriage 
How get along day Know each other's fam- 
day ilies 
Never sleep ona Determination make 
quarrel marriage succeed 
Take the wedding easy Adjustment takes time 
Both should have the Positive attitude meet- 
same social and rel- ing problems necessar 
igious philosophy not sleep 
Plan your budget Religion home impor- 
tant 
Budget planning 


Per- 
ber 
3,7 
14,8 
| 


Title: 


Source: 


Date Production 
Type: 


Running 


Fair 


Oregon Tuberculosis and Health Association 
andits county affiliated 


1954 


Black and White, 16mm sound 


minutes, 


Description: The plot Fair around Evans, 

former furniture factory foreman, who contracted tuberculosis his 

middle age and was obliged quit work and stay 

pital nearly year, Ed's story starts when leaves the hospital and 

faces the problems rehabilitation his home, job and community. 

The film depicts his problems while seeking employment, reestablish- 

ing friends, and educating his daughter's schoolmates the facts con- 
cerning brings the facts concerning former 


self valuable family and community member despite having been 


tuberculosis patient. 


culosis patient the attention everyone around him and sells 
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